Qualitative Report on the Clean Energy Initiative

A. GVEP Component
The Alliance for Mindanao Off Grid Renewable Energy is a three year partnership among the Philippine Government offices led by the Department of Energy and the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, the private partner Mirant Philippines and USAID.  The project aims to provide renewable electricity to remote and conflict affected areas in Mindanao.

The early success of AMORE attracted new private and public partners to the alliance.  More than $602,000 was generated by the project from new partners.  The partners include Davao Light and Power Corp., SMART communication, and EduQuest/IBM Philippines.

On Policy Objectives Achieved, AMORE contributed to the Philippine government’s plan to provide electricity to all villages of the country by 2006 and 90% household electrification by 2007.  

B. HCC Component

The Reduction of Vehicle Emissions (ROVE) Project supports the Philippine government’s efforts at implementing the Philippine Clean Air Act, specifically through the effective implementation of emission testing programs.

USAID/Manila also implements the Vehicle Emissions Prevention Program (VEPP) which aims to reduce vehicle emissions through proper preventive maintenance of vehicle engines.  A total of $106,000 was obligated to support this program.

In addition, USAID/Manila supports the Clean Fuels Program of the Philippine Department of Energy, through activities that promote the development and use of clean fuels such as: Coco Methyl Ester (CME), Compressed Natural Gas (CNG), Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG), and Fuel Ethanol.
The use of 1% CME blend in diesel is now mandated for all vehicles of the Executive and Judicial branches of government.  The use of LPG as fuel for taxi cabs is also being pilot-tested in the cities of Cebu and Davao, with other cities expressing interest in the same.  On the other hand, CNG as fuel for buses is also being pilot tested in Metro Manila.

Support from the transport sector has been enthusiastic, which culminated with the signing of a supply agreement between Philippine bus operators and Cummins Westport Inc., a US-Canadian joint venture company promoting the use of compressed natural gas (CNG) engines for public transport.  An initial 100 units of US-manufactured Cummins Westport CNG engines will power the first CNG public utility buses in Metro Manila by January 2005.
