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The Country Enforcement Index (CEl) is a proportion of the
number of trafficking instances seized in a country divided by the
total number of trafficking instances that touched the jurisdiction,
whether the instance was stopped there or simply transited
through. A trafficking instance is defined as a singular incident of
wildlife trafficking in or through a country, whether or not it was
stopped there. The CEl contains an inherent bias based on a
country’s position in the supply chain (i.e. origin, transit, or
destination). For example, because a shipment is either stopped at
its destination or not stopped at all, destination countries have
higher enforcement indices than origin or transit countries (which
may miss shipments later seized in the destination country). For
this reason, in the CEl above, Ethiopia is compared with countries
that are similar in location and/or trafficking profile. Trafficking
profile is determined based on both the country’s primary role in
the supply chain and overall volume of trafficking instances.
Additional information on the CEl is included on the back of this

page.
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Country Trends: Small Shipments, Asia Bound

Ethiopia is a transit hub for wildlife moving eastward—85% percent of known Ethiopian
trafficking instances were destined for Asia.' Ivory is the most commonly smuggled wildlife
product in Ethiopian trafficking instances (present in over 80% of known seizures), followed

CHECKED
LUGGAGE (54%)

UNKNOWN (20%) by rhino horn and pangolin (each present in approximately 20% - note that these percentag-

es collectively exceed 100 because a single trafficking instance can contain multiple species).?
The number of known Ethiopian trafficking instances rose by over 200% from 2017 to 2019,
to 27 shipments.® However, this increase in shipment number has coincided with an even
sharper decrease in shipment size. As a result, the total weight of ivory seized along Ethiopi-
an air routes in 2019 is just 2% of the weight seized in 2017. Lastly, in the past two years,
all known Ethiopian trafficking instances have stopped downstream of Ethiopia, that is, after
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CLOTHING/ITEM having already transited through the country.®
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Recommendation: Expand capacity to identify small-scale trafficking and
improve reporting protocols.

Case Study: Hidden in Milk Powder

: : On August 14, 2019, nine pieces of carved ivory products
Aluminum appears consistently as a concealment

@ method for ivory and rhino horn seized along

Ethiopian air routes. Products obfuscated in

ALUMINUM ~ aluminum were transported in either checked
luggage or on the passenger’s person.

weighing 0.309 kg were found in a container of milk powder in
a passenger’s suitcase at Guangzhou Baiyun Airport.® This
small shipment, which was routed through Addis Ababa en
route to China, obfuscated in foodstuffs, and transported in
The overwhelming majority of wildlife products
obfuscated in clothing were worked ivory products
seized in China. In multiple instances, the
contraband was found both on the passenger’s
person and in their luggage.

carry-on luggage,” is typical of known trafficking instances
transiting Ethiopia.
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This assessment is made possible by the generous support of the American people
through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents
are the responsibility of C4ADS and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID, the
United States Government, or individual ROUTES partners.

For more information, visit the ROUTES Dashboard: http://www.routesdashboard.org/.

The mention of any individual, company, organization, or other entity in this assessment does
not imply the violation of any law or international agreement, and should not be construed as
such.

The Country Enforcement Index is intended as a comparison of enforcement effectiveness for
countries with similar supply chain roles (e.g. origin, transit, and destination countries). A high
enforcement index suggests effective screening and interdiction operations. However, the
metric contains an inherent bias regarding a country’s role in the supply chain. For example,
destination countries are the last stop for a wildlife shipment--if the shipment is not seized here,
then it is not known to have successfully entered the country. Due to this bias, the CEl is not
intended for comparisons of countries that primarily serve different functions in the illicit
wildlife trafficking supply chain (e.g. an origin country to a destination country).
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