PRESENTATION GIVEN AT THE TRANSLINKS NATURE,
WEALTH AND POWER WORKSHOP

QUEZON CITY, PHILIPPINES

JUNE 20 -21, 2007

HOSTED BY ENTERPRISEWORKS/VITA

'USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

This workshop was made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United
States Agency for International Development (USAID) under the terms of the TransLinks Cooperative
Agreement No.EPP-A-00-06-00014-00 to the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS). TransLinks is a
partnership of WCS, The Earth Institute, Enterprise Works/VITA, Forest Trends and the Land Tenure
Center. The contents are the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of
USAID or the United States government.
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THE world’s largest concentn of mane life in a 10-km by 10-km area is found in the Verde Island
Passage corridor located between Batangas and Mindoro. Experts dub it “the center of the center of the
center of the world’s marine shore fish biodiversity.” YVETTE LEE/CONTRIBUTOR
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11 RP sites said to hold key to species’ survival

By Blanche S. Rivera

THERE ARE AT LEAST 11 SITES
in the Philippines which hold the

key to the survival of some of the
world’s endangered species.

The sites, identified by the
Washington-based Alliance for
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arva imnulsa tranemiasian for hettar me

Zero Extinction (AZE), are ha i

tats of those species. If the ha,

tats. are destroyed, the spec,¢ L

will be lost.

The 11 AZE sites are: Norl
ern Sierra Madre Natural Paj; -
cited for the Northern Luz_’
shrew mouse; Mt. Isarog Na’™
ral Park for the Isarog shri"
mouse and the striped shr

rat; Siburan for the black- hocé"

ed coucal (kind of bird), and I,
Island for the Ilin hairy tail™
cloud rat.

Other habitats

Mt. Mantalingajan was al
included because it’s home ™
the Palawan soft-furred mor°
tain rat; South Gigante Isla®;
for a rare amphibian from t
frog family; Cuernos de Negt®
for the Negros shrew and %
striped babbler (kind of bir¢®
Mt. Kamnbinlio and Mt. Red¢’
do for the Dinagat hairy tail”
cloud rat; Mt, Malindang |
the Greater Mindanao shre’’
Tawi-Tawi island for the SV
Hornbill and Sulu Bleedit
Heart, and Mt. Canlaon Natug
Park, i

id

Tiny yet unique
“In the Philippines you hav
tiny, tiny area, yet you ha@
pucked a very unique numberé
specles not found anywhere ef
in the world,” Conservation Inte
national president Russel Mitt*
meier said. s
“If we lose the hot spots, if*
lose the Philippines, if we l€
e

MONDAY, NOVEﬂEEéHS

Madagascar, we wind up losin
a major portion of global biod
versity, regardless of how suc
cessful we are anywhere else
he said.

‘Hot Spots Revisited’

Conservation  Internations
launched “Hot Spots Revisited,
a book discussing the enviror
mental hot spots in the world
which rose in number to 34 i
2004 from 25 in 1999, The boo
was launched in Manila on Fri
day.

Mittermeier said Madagasca
which has about 50,000 squar
kilometers of forest left, was th
single highest priority area fo
conservation because of in
creased habitat loss.

Similar situation

“The situation in Madagasca
is very similar to what you have ir
the Philippines, where you've los!
at least 90 percent of the natura
forest. You have to save every las
patch of natural forest you stil
have,” he said.

Conservation  International
noted that the Philippines, one of
17 megadiversity nations in the
world, had more endemic species
than the United States and Cana-
da put together.

It is also considered by many
environmentalists as  the
“hottest hot spot” due to the en-
demism (species native to a par-
ticular geographical area) and
rate of destruction and number
of threats.
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Earth can’t meet human demand for resources

WASHINGTON — The consumption of

forests, energy and land by humans is ex-
ceeding the rate at which Earth can replen-
ish itself, according to research publis
on Monday in the Proceedings of the,

based Redefining Progress, a nonp
group conc rned with environmental co
servation and its economics, warned that a
failure to rein in humanity’s overuse of natu-
ral resources could \Lnd the planet into
“ecological bankruptcy.’

Iumh s resources
money anyone can g.mh while lhe_\' all close
their eyes, but thn it’s g()m " said Mathis
Wackernagel 2 e study and
m dm.ulor at Redefining Progress
Scientists said humanity’s demand for
resources had soared during the past 40
years to a level where it would take the
planet 1.2 years to regenerate what people
remove each year.

The impact by humans on the environ-
ment had inched higher since 1961 when
public demand was 70 percent of the
phnel s regenerative capacity, the study

‘are like a pile of

nature. sustainability becomes futile.”
Wacker

The \I\M\ which details
population’s impact on the Earth with a
quantitative number, measured the ™
logical footprint” of human activities such
as marine fishing, harvesting timber, build-
ing infrastructure and burning fossil fuel
that emits carbon dioxide (CO?) into thg

€COo-

fiment data
and various estimates to duumlm how
much land would be required to meet hu-
man demand for those actions.

For example, Wackernagel and his team
found that in 1999, each person consumed
an average of 2.3 hectares. The global av-
erage was significantly lower than indus-
ialized countries such as the United States

crson
iog_lml hanl\ruptc

because OF \ulllugnl data.

The results, for example, excluded the
impact of local freshwater use and the re-
lease of solid, liquid or gaseous pollutants
other than CO” into the environment

I \m though the hndm"\ revealed that
0' - . £or

aistein.

ping Earth’s supply, it sloppul short of de-
ermining how long the process could con-
tinue without detrimental consequences.

“Like any responsible business that
keeps track of spending and income to pro-
tect financial assets, we need ecological
accounts to protect our natural assets,”
Wackernagel said. “And if we don’t ... we
will prepare for ecological bankruptcy.™

Wackernagel said the study’s results
could be used to gauge the impact of new
technologies and how they affect the
environment.

The use of an alternative technology,
such as one that produces renewable en-
ergy or replaces natural biological pro-
cesses, could allow society to live better
without increasing consumption, he said.

Governments could also determine the
impact consumers and businesses were hav-
ing on depleting area resources and evalu-
ate potential ways to reduce consumption,
Wackernagel said. Reuters

Ecological Footprint:

Marine fishing, timber
harvesting,

Building infrastructure, fossil
fuel burning

In 1999, global average: each
person consumed 2.3 hectares
lower than US (9.6) or UK
(5.3)

In 1961, only 70% of earth’s regenerative
capacity was used. In 2000, this rose to 120%

Title: Humanity’s Resource Demand Exceeds the Earth’s Capacity

Website: www.rprogress.org Article can be viewed on this website: www.pnas.org
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towns hefore a new typhoon strikes the
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Source: Environmental Science for Social Change, 1999
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Institute of Biology, UP Diliman

Center of Excellence In
Biology

(Biodiversity Conservation)
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Institute of Biology, UP Diliman

m Human Welfare Program
Natural products research
Biomedical research

m Conservation Studies Program
Network of Field Stations

Network of Laboratory Based Studies
m Barcoding Project (US led)
m Frozen Ark Project (UK Led)
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Institute of Biology, UP Diliman

m Human Welfare Prograrr

Natural products research
= Testing of alternative medicines

= [dentification and isolation of biologically
active substances

Biomedical research
= Microbial
= Viral studies
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Institute of Biology, UP Diliman

m Conservation Studies Program

Network of Field Stations
= Palaui Island, Cagayan

= Morong, Bataan

m Subic Forest

Network of Laboratory Based Studies

m Barcoding Project (US led)
m Frozen Ark Project (UK Led)




Bridging GAPs
Goals
Aspirations

a Promise



Changing MAPS
Mindsets
Attitudes

Practices
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Biologists alone cannot
save blodiversity,
neither will biodiversity
be saved without
biologists!
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Blologlsts alone cannot
Implement the NWP
framework, neither will
the NWP framework be
successfully implemented
without biologists!




In our fight to
conserve
Biodiversity
through the NWP,

everything counts!




