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What is Translinks

A Program of the Wildlife 

Conservation Society, in 

partnership with the Earth 

Institute’s Center for 

Environmental Research and 

Conservation at Columbia 

University, Enterprise 

Works/VITA, Forest Trends, 

and the Land Tenure Center at 

the University of Wisconsin. 

Supported by USAID 

EGAT/NRM/LRM



About Translinks

TRANSLINKS works with 

local, national and international 

partners to design and 

implement integrated activities

that help ensure that rural 

people have the skills and 

capacity to manage natural 

resources sustainably and 

achieve equitable wealth 

creation under different 

environmental, social, and 

economic conditions.



Translinks Activities

synthesizes current knowledge and generates new knowledge on the complex 

interactions among nature, wealth and power across multiple scales

develops diagnostic and decision-support tools to help stakeholders better 

understand positive, negative, or neutral relationships among natural resource 

conservation, natural resource governance, and alleviation of rural poverty

targets training to enhance local and national partners’ capacity to integrate 

knowledge and tools into the implementation of environmentally friendly 

enterprises

identifies best practices that recognize essential synergies among good 

governance, conservation and wealth creation

globally spreads the knowledge, tools, capacity, and best practices that 

promote wealth creation for the rural poor, establish good environmental 

governance systems, and sustainably conserve



Translinks Outputs

Case studies

Workshops

Tools (manuals, 

software)

Payment for 

Ecosystem Services 

(PES), also known 

as rewards for 

ecosystem services

Wildlife Friendly 

Branding



Context for Pro-Poor PES
Recent land tenure 
mechanisms for 
communities to protect 
ecosystems

Responsibility (protection 
services) and Rights 
(opportunity to earn)

Increased interest from 
private sector to 
“green/fair trade” supply 
chains



Categories of Pro-Poor Rewards for 

Ecosystem Services 

Grants, donations from donors/individuals 

(development projects to reward poor)

Local tax revenues and legal rights directed to 

poor communities – Philippines Example

Product buying linked to conservation and/or fair 

trade (goods and services) – Nepal Example

Payments (PES) tied to carbon markets that 

include water, biodiversity and/or forest 

conservation – Voluntary Carbon Markets and 

REDD



Philippines Example – Taxes/Rights for 

Pro-Poor Rewards …

Implementation of pro-poor 
community forestry land tenure 
rights (CBFM program)

Inclusion of CBFM 
representatives on government 
task forces - access to tax 
revenues and infrastructure 
development 

Local “grants” mechanism of 
Provincial governments

Voice to articulate importance 
of ecosystems services and 
explore other tax-based revenue 

 



FSC Certified Products from Nepal



PES Primer and Software now available on 
Translinks website

www.translinks.org

Payment for Ecosystem Services

(PES)





The Wildlife Friendly Enterprise Network was founded in 2007 

to promote wildlife conservation through facilitation of 

responsible production practices, enterprise development, 

education and branding. Products may be endorsed by the 

Network if: 

• The product contributes directly to in situ conservation of key 

species 

• Production has a positive impact on the local economy 

• Individuals or communities living with wildlife participate in the 

production, harvest, processing or manufacture of the product

• The product’s conservation mission includes a clear 

enforcement mechanism

• Producers and/or NGO, business and other partners strive to 

monitor the impact of production activities on wildlife in order to 

ensure that practices benefit species of concern



The Wildlife Friendly Enterprise Network is a 

global community dedicated to the 

development and marketing of products that 

conserve threatened wildlife while contributing 

to the economic vitality of rural communities. 

Our network includes conservationists, 

businesses, producers and harvesters. 



• Certification of entities (e.g. organizations, associations, 

producer groups, etc.) that adopt wildlife conservation 

practices as part of their business approach 

• Label contributes directly to in situ wildlife conservation. The 

producer receives support from WFEN to determine what 

monitoring indicators are appropriate given their local 

context and the conservation practices adopted, and 

provides guidance in putting these in place. 

• Offers second party certification within the Network as an 

initial step;  third-party is a future option 

Wildlife Friendly Enterprise Network Role 



Protecting wildlife in wild places by promoting enterprises that allow wildlife 

and people to coexist and thrive 





Thank You

For more information on any of the material in this 

presentation contact

EnterpriseWorks/VITA

1825 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 630

Washington, DC 20009, USA

Contact: Ann Koontz

Koontzann@enterpriseworks.org

www.enterpriseworks.org


