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INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW

In FY 10, Forest Trends worked with USAID’s TransLinks, with the goal of increasing capacity in
developing countries to protect biodiversity and carry out avoided deforestation activities through
payments for ecosystem services (PES). This report reviews FY 10 accomplishments and work products
including those related to:

Benefits and Revenue Sharing from PES Analysis
Legal Analysis for PES in Peru

PES Training Modules

Katoomba — Central Africa Planning

Katoomba — Marine Meeting (February 2010)
Katoomba — Mekong (June 2010)

Katoomba — MAP Event

USAID Brownbag on Forest Carbon (September 2010)

Each of these outputs is discussed in detail below and outputs are provided on the companion CD-Rom
with all Forest Trends products from FY'10.

BENEFITS AND REVENUE SHARING FROM PES ANALYSIS

Forest Trends’ work related to benefits and revenue sharing from PES has focused on three main products
including:

1. Coordination and development of chapters of a joint TransLinks partner publication, which
will be arranged according to following three topics plus umbrella introduction:

e Overview (Forest Trends lead): Public funds alone will not be adequate to address the
conservation and sustainable development needs of the globe’s natural resources. Innovative
new market-based finance will need to encouraged, often through public-private partnerships.
We already see a range of approaches, from fund to market-based approaches, with hybrids in
between. It will be essential to continue encouraging innovation and investment in these new
forms of investment in the coming years.

e Whom to Pay (WCS lead)

e Who Bears the Risks (LWI)

e Does Currency of Payment Matter (Forest Trends lead): Summary of lessons learned with
existing approaches, and some new innovative approaches to benefits and revenue sharing.

2. Overview and Lessons Learned from Experiences in Vietnam
3. Lessons Learned from Social Programs’ Revenue Distribution Mechanisms

For final work products, please see the companion CD-Rom.



LEGAL ANALYSIS FOR PES IN PERU

The legal and regulatory context for forest carbon projects in Peru is uncertain, as there is now no specific
forest carbon regulation on the books. This lack of clarity creates substantial barriers for prospective
small-scale forest carbon sellers and indigenous and native groups exploring carbon projects.

To help develop clarity, Forest Trends commissioned a study of how forest carbon projects are regulated
under existing law in Peru. In order to ensure that the legal analysis is relevant to current on-the-ground

work, the study was scoped to focus on a specific REDD+ project in the Alto Huayabamba Conservation
Concession (CCAH). Specific legal questions are examined in terms of the legal framework that applies

to the CCAH project and whether the concessionaire is eligible to receive carbon market revenues under
existing law and in compliance with applicable regulations.

The main findings are:
e the conservation concession framework provides a stable regulatory context for forest carbon
projects in Peru, and
e in an uncertain regulatory environment, Asociacion Amazonicos por la Amazonia has taken all
steps necessary for its forest carbon project to be in compliance with Peruvian law.

Overall, the study finds that existing legal structures, such as concessions and financial trusts, can be used
to create regulatory certainty for indigenous and native community forest carbon projects.

Please see the CD-Rom for the full final report on findings and implications for Peruvian forest carbon
projects and indigenous and native communities.

PES TRAINING MODULES

As environmental markets and PES gain international attention, there is increasing demand for training—
both as an introduction to the concepts as well as a ‘primer’ for technical applications. In order to address
this demand for capacity building materials, Forest Trends and the Katoomba Group—in collaboration
with the USAID-funded and WCS-led TransLinks project—has developed a series of training modules
for specific audiences, that are scalable as short or longer sessions. In addition, Forest Trends and the
Katoomba Group have created a PES resource matrix to support training modules as well as to serve as a
stand-alone tool for resources and literature on ecosystem markets and payments. The matrix includes key
documents, articles, and presentations searchable by audience, level of expertise, and type of service. As a
set, the training modules and matrix assemble the set of “best of”” materials developed to date within a
framework that helps to understand what materials exist that describe environmental markets and
payments for ecosystem services, where are there gaps in existing materials, and what components need
to be strengthened.

The intention in offering these materials is to provide inspiration—not a step-by-step approach—as we
recognize that trainers will need to tailor messages for specific national and regional contexts as well as
particular audiences



Specific training materials have been developed for:

Audience Subject Matter & Teaching Approach
Learning Objectives
Public sector Climate Change, e  Short course outline, with video recommendations, reading
Carbon Markets, and recommendations, and additional materials
REDD+, outlining the (See Module 1 for outline and final CD-Rom
basics of climate for materials)
change, carbon markets, e  Tailored applications for:
payments for ecosystem - Brazil’s State of Acre’s Environmental Secretary (SEMA) state’s
services, and reducing technical staff for implementing a new law on incentives for
emissions from ecosystem services and carbon sequestration
deforestation and (See Module 1.1 for outline and CD-Rom for
degradation (REDD+) materials)

- Government of Uganda training for public and non-profit players on
REDD ‘readiness’ (See Module 1.2 for outline)
- USAID (See Module 1.3 for outline and CD-Rom for materials)
Legal Issues Associated e  Short course outline, with video recommendations, reading

with REDD recommendations, and additional materials (See Module 2)

Marine and Coastal e Short course outline, with video recommendations, reading

Ecosystem Services, recommendations, and additional materials (See Module 3)

introducing potential

payments
Private sector Business Management e 8 hours of tailored application for Brazil’s Fundacao Getulio Vargas
Mid-Career for Low Carbon (FGV) business school within an extension course entitled ‘‘Management
Business for Low Carbon”, specifically tailored for private sector decision makers
Managers, and offered through the Center for Sustainability Studies through the
through an Continuing Education Program (PEC) of FGV (See Module 4)
academic
institution / mid-
career extension
program
Private sector The Role of e Network of Latin American Environmental Funds (RedLAC) (See Module
Fund managers Environmental Funds 5)

in Payments for

Ecosystem Services

(PES) Projects
Public & Non- Getting Started with e Half day course outline and power point
Profit Sector PES (See Module 6 for outline, and CD-Rom for full 59 slide PPT)
‘Practitioners’
(e.g., donors,
project
developers,
partners, etc.)
Rural Introduction to PES and e  Tailored applications for Government of Uganda training for public and
Communities REDD non-profit players on REDD ‘readiness’

(See Module 7 for outline)

Our hope is that these training modules will catalyze PES experimentation—both in terms of projects and
policy—and capacity for rural communities to engage PES transactions which are ultimately durable,
equitable, and effective projects.



KATOOMBA — CENTRAL AFRICA PLANNING

The Central Africa region offers significant potential for ecosystem services (ES) markets in the coming
decades. This potential could, however, remain theoretical, as several issues will constrain market
development and function, imperiling sustainability. Eventually, ecosystem markets in central Africa will
need to operate on performance, if they are to be sustainable. Donor subsidies for PES will be phased out
over time. An approach is required that progressively “de-risk” the ecosystem service-focused
marketplace in central Africa, creating the basis for sustainability. To date, no one appears to be
comprehensively taking on the challenge.

Forest Trends and its partners working in the region are in a position to facilitate activities that will
establish a basis for ecosystem service-focused transactions which could seed markets in central Africa by
2015. This plan focuses particularly on two broad areas associated with:
e creating participatory processes and mechanisms that incentivize ecosystem service-related
market stakeholders on a sustainable basis, and
e identifying how technical criteria requirements for asset valuation and measurement, reporting,
verification (MRV) on assets transacted can be integrated with governance and (equitable)
revenue sharing mechanisms.

These proposed areas of work are fundamental to achieving permanence in marketplace asset
transactions, along with serving as one potential mechanism for monitoring of leakage at local levels.

Overall, the plan presented highlights three significant challenges, addressed through five activities:

e Developing approaches to mitigate threats to ES market sustainability from impermanence of
natural resource assets due to community buy-in failures that lead to anthropogenic degradation;

e Implementing capacity building to mitigate weak institutional and technical capabilities of
community level stewards and national NGOs to participate in planning and negotiation
processes required for launching and sustaining ES markets;

e Clarifying imprecise tenure rights and designing acceptable benefit sharing mechanisms
between stakeholder groups to various ecosystem asset classes, including tree and land tenure,
carbon rights in trees, soils, and aquatic and biodiversity resources that may constrain markets.

The five proposed activities pursue include:

1. undertaking a strategic scoping to assess PES status and potential in the region identifying hot
button issues constraining ecosystem services, along with potential solutions.

2. Preparing for, and convening an Incubator Clinic in mid to late 2010 that highlights how both
measurement and reporting and governance issues can be integrated to reduce risks.

3. Preparing for, and facilitating a Community Consultation in late 2010 that highlights the theme of
governance and social issues enabling ES markets to function sustainably in the sub-region.

4. Identifying key partners in the sub-region to establish several PES incubator demonstrations that
will test key hypotheses and methods, and obtain funding for these for 2011 implementation.

5. Convening a Katoomba Group Conference in mid 2011 to be held in Kinshasa on the theme:
Legal, technical, and social issues to resolve to reduce risk and enable an unsubsidized ES
marketplace to function and thrive in Congo Basin countries by 2015

Contacts: Michael Brown, michaelbrown.sdi@gmail.com (202) 549-2163 or Michael Jenkins,
mjenkins@forest-trends.org (202) 298-3000




KATOOMBA — MARINE MEETING (FEBRUARY 2010)

The inaugural Marine Ecosystem Services (MARES) Program’s Coastal and Marine Katoomba Meeting
titled, “Building a Blueprint to Harness New Investment for the Protection of Marine and Coastal
Ecosystem Services”, was held at the Moore Foundation in Palo Alto, California on February 9th and
10th, 2010. Around 200 experts of the coastal and marine conservation and science community
collaborated and presented the current status and trends of payment for ecosystem services (PES) and
other market-based incentives in coastal and marine conservation. The aims of the meeting were to:
e catalyze the building of a global community of practice to support payment for ecosystem
services (PES) and other innovative financing mechanisms for marine and coastal conservation;
e create a strategy to reach consensus on a “blueprint for action” to guide future marine PES,
offsets, and other market-based solutions to marine conservation problems;
e lay the groundwork for developing a global set of marine PES test projects among public and
private sector partners; and
e distribute meeting outputs to inform policy makers, industry leaders, resource managers,
conservation organizations, and coastal communities.

The meeting was a unique and historic event, bringing stakeholders from multiple coastal and marine user
groups together for the first time to talk about market-based conservation mechanisms. Rather than
focusing on the state of existing marine and coastal markets, the meeting concentrated on developing new
financing tools and approaches and expanding the use of market-based mechanisms to other services,
such as coastline stabilization, beach maintenance and production, fish nursery functions of mangroves
and seagrass beds, coastal water quality and ocean carbon storage. Topics covered during the meeting
included: the role of science in marine ecosystem services valuation; the roles of seafood quality markets;
engaging the tourism sector in protection of marine biodiversity; the implications of offshore
development for communities, businesses, and government; trends of sustainable fisheries; and the future
of market-based approaches and tools in conserving marine and coastal resources.

The participants’ list and the final agenda are attached as annexes. Presentations and participant
interviews from the event are available online at:
e http://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/pages/dynamic/article.page.php?page id=7444&section=
news_articles&eod=1
e  http://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/pages/dynamic/article.page.php?page id=7439&section=
news_articles&eod=1

KATOOMBA — MEKONG (JUNE 2010)

On June 23-24, 2010, Forest Trends co-hosted, along with Vietnam’s Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development and Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment, the XVII Global Katoomba
Meeting in Hanoi, Vietnam. More than 400 stakeholders from more than 30 countries participated in the
event. The Government of Vietnam in particular identified and invited more than 200 Vietnamese
stakeholders from national and local government, civil society, and the private sector. In addition to
USAID, more than 15 sponsors and partners were associated with the event, including the Norwegian
Embassy, Asian Development Bank, Generation, the MacArthur Foundation, the Moore Foundation,
Winrock, Mangroves for the Future, CIFOR, GTZ, the World Agroforestry Centre, Tropenbos
International, the Rainforest Alliance, SNV and VietnamNet.



The event included moderated sessions among policy makers, international and regional technical experts,
the business community, the environmental community and others from the region and around the world,
discussing the current state of, and potential for, payments for ecosystem markets, challenges, and
creative solutions which are pertinent to the Southeast Asia region. Topics included pioneering initiatives
in water, forest-based as well as marine based carbon sequestration and biodiversity markets which, in
conjunction with REDD, have the capability to reduce global carbon emissions and help conserve natural
ecosystems. Sessions also covered information on benefits sharing and leakage effects. The full agenda,
audio, visual and PowerPoint presentations are now all posted on the Katoomba XVII website.

The meeting fulfilled its objective in raising the public profile of PES in Vietnam. The sessions were
opened by senior government officials, such as Nguyen Thien Nhan, Deputy Prime Minister and Cao Duc
Phat, Minister, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD). Other important speakers
included Mr. Nguyen Tuan Phu, the director of sectoral economic department of the Office of the
Government..

The event’s press conference was well attended by national media, which complemented the partnership
earlier established with VietnamNet, an on-line resource with over 3 million readers, that produced a
series of articles for broad Vietnamese audiences. Overall, the meeting or the topic of PES was featured in
more than 24 local newspapers and television shows. A sample of media reports is attached in the
annexes. Prior to the event, a series of articles on market-based mechanisms such as PES and Biodiversity
Offsets had been featured by VietnamNet and Thiennhien.net.

As part of continued efforts at awareness raising and training, Forest Trends created new approaches to
merging information about the event itself and training materials at: http://live.katoombagroup.org, where
information about the conference was posted side-by-side with links to training materials and additional
resources. For example, more than 10 video interviews were conducted with leading experts, such as Tim
Boyle, the coordinator of UNREDD Regional Program. The conference itself was broadcast live, with
audio and video streaming of all presentations. The site has had over 3,000 visits since it opened, with
about 1,000 unique visitors. Forest Trends experience with this broadcast sytem is that these materials
continue to be accessed for 1.5 years after the event.

The event also unveiled numerous new materials created specifically for the gathering in both English and
Vietnamese including:

o “Beyond Borders: REDD and PES in the ASEAN Region,” a compilation of articles covering such as
issues as:
0 Payments for Ecosystem Services: Scaling Up...and Down
State of the Forest Carbon Markets Asia
Round Peg, Square Hole: Forest Carbon under Existing Law in Southeast Asia
Oddar Meanchey: REDD in Cambodia Participatory Forest Management
What is a Social Impact Assessment?
Asian Governments Explore Ecosystem Markets for Environmental Protection
The State of Play in MRV and REDD
The Prospects for PES in Vietnam
The Potential of Biodiversity Offsets in Vietnam
0 China and PES: New Approaches for Environmental Forestry
o “Tools for the Tides: Exploring Coastal and Marine Markets,” a series of articles that explore how
emerging tools to use environmental finance to preserve endangered species, improve water
qualityand preserve wetlands can be expanded to the ocean and coastal resources, where fish are

OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0O0



vanishing and coastal environments are rapidly engaging despite being a critical component to
climate change mitigation as well as adaptation.

In addition to these new documents, other Forest Trends publications relevant to PES in the region were
translated into Vietnamese including:

Payments for Ecosystem Services: Getting Started

Negotiating for Nature’s Services

Payments for Marine Ecosystem Services: Getting Started with Marine and Coastal Services

State of Watershed Payments: An Emerging Marketplace

State of Biodiversity Markets: Offset and Compensation Programs Worldwide, Asia Excerpt
Overivew documents for biodiversity offsets and the Business Biodiversity Offsets Programs

Together, these documents will form basis materials, already translated into Vietnamese, for basic
training programs to be developed with university professors based in Hanoi.

Katoomba Workshop on Coastal Management, Mangroves and Carbon Sequestration

The Katoomba workshop on June 25-27 on coastal management, mangroves, and carbon sequestration—
which was held in a Ramsar site in Nam Dinh province—brought together more than 70 carbon market
specialists and mangrove experts from 14 countries to discuss the opportunities and issues related to
mangrove carbon financing in Viet Nam. Participants included Vietnamese government officials and
researchers from Hanoi and NamDinhProvince, field practitioners, resource managers, donor
representatives, and the media. In addition to Viet Nam, representatives attended from the following
countries: India, Myanmar, Philippines, Sri Lanka and Thailand.

The workshop was a joint initiative of Mangroves for the Future (MFF), Forest Trends (FT), Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) and Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
(MONRE) as a contribution to the XVII Katoomba Meeting held in Hanoi on 23-24 June, which
addressed the broader issues of payments for environmental services.

The workshop included presentations, plenary discussions, and working groups covering a range of topics
such as: mangrove ecology, carbon monitoring, financing issues, and local livelihoods. Additional
sessions were offered on how to measure carbon stocks and sequestration rates, case studies of mangrove
conservation in Vietnam, the policy framework for mangrove management, and opportunities for carbon
financing under the regulated (i.e., CDM, REDD) and voluntary markets.

The workshop was preceded by a field visit to Xuan Thuy National Park, Viet Nam’s first Ramsar site.
Established in 1989, the park covers 5,000 hectares (of which 1,300 hectares are mangroves) and is very
important for both biodiversity conservation (especially for migratory birds) and income generation
(mainly coastal aquaculture and fisheries activities).

Copies of the presentations are available at http://live.katoombagroup.org and
www.mangrovesforthefuture.org.




KATOOMBA — MAP EVENT

PERU:

From May 24-27, 2010, Forest Trends held the second community PES and REDD training workshop in
the city of Puerto Maldonado, in the Department of Madre Dios, Peru. The workshop was co-organized
with the following partner organizations: Initiative for the Conservation of the Andean Amazon (ICAA),
Institute for Amazonian Environmental Research (IPAM), Association for the Conservation of the
Amazonian Basin (ACCA), Peruvian Society for Environmental Law (SPDA) and the Organization for
Tropical Studies (OTS). The workshop was supported by the Moore Foundation, the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID), the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the
Global Environmental Facility (GEF) and the Norwegian Agency for Development Co-Operation
(NORAD). The World Agroforestry Center (ICRAF) and the National Service for Protected Areas
(SERNAP) also collaborated in the design and execution of the workshop.

The training consisted of 12 modules spread over 4 days covering topics such as:
e reading and interpreting graphs and maps,

climate change and forests,

ecosystem services,

payments and compensation for ecosystem services,

ecosystem services in Madre de Dios,

carbon markets and opportunities for local communities,

REDD and PES in the Peruvian legislation,

integrating with the MAP region,

international climate negotiations and impacts on the region,

PES contracts, and

the importance of social environmental standards in REDD projects.

In addition, two case studies from Madre de Dios were presented, including on the: ACCA’s REDD
Project in the Conservation Concession Los Amigos and the Madre de Dios Amazon REDD Project of
Asociacion para la Investigacion y el Desarrollo Integral (AIDER).

Throughout the program, additional time was provided for participant interaction and lively discussions
facilitated by the instructors and organizers.

Instructors included renowned leaders in PES and REDD such as Lucio Pedroni (Carbon Decisions
International), Jose Luis Capella (SPDA), Marcos Rugnitz Tito (ICRAF), Foster Brown (Woods Hole
Research Center) and Elsa Mendoza (IPAM).

In total, 125 participants attended the workshop - the majority from Peru, but also eight participants from
Bolivia and three from Ecuador. Instructors came from various countries including the United States,
Costa Rica, Brazil, Ecuador and Peru. Participants represented institutions and community based
organizations, including the Coordinator of Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon River Basin
(COICA), the National Organization of the Amazon Indigenous Peoples of Peru (AIDESEP), the Native
Federation of the Madre de Dios River and Tributaries (FENAMAD), the Indigenous Forestry
Association (AFIMAD), and the Confederation of Indigenous Peoples of Bolivia (CIDOB); research
institutions such as the Association for Integrated Research and Development (AIDER), The Southern
Institute (SUR), the National University of Madre de Dios (UNAMAD), and the Institute for Research in
the Peruvian Amazon (IIAP); local non-governmental organizations including the Peruvian Foundation
for the Conservation of Nature (ProNaturaleza) and the Institute for the Common Good. There were also



representatives from government agencies including the Regional Government of Madre de Dios
(GOREMAD) and the National Service for Protected Areas (SERNAP).

Presentations from the event are available at: http://www.katoombagroup.org/event_details.php?id=42

BOLIVIA:
Due to political unrest in the Pando region, we decided to postpone the third training in the MAP region
until 2011.

USAID BROWNBAG ON FOREST CARBON

Forest Trends presented a series of seminars at USAID based on work, including:

Investing in Forest Carbon: An Independent Review of Lessons Learned
A presentation by Michael Jenkins, Katherine Hamilton, & David Tepper of Forest Trends

Description:

Forestry projects jump-started the global carbon offset market in the early 1990s. Over the past
twenty years however, forest carbon projects have proven contentious and complex in practice.

In light of major policy developments since Copenhagen including the formation of a
multinational Interim REDD+ Partnership and the expected flow of billions of dollars into forest-
based climate mitigation in the years to come, it is timely to assess the lessons learned from forest
carbon project experiences to date, and implications for the pathways forward.

This seminar presented the findings from a new Investing in Forest Carbon report by Forest
Trends distilling lessons learned from interviews with more than forty leaders in forest carbon,
from investors through standard setters, project developers and sellers. Emphasis was placed on
enabling policy and legal conditions, project screening practices, and key hurdles each project
must overcome.

Nested Approaches & Mobilizing Early Start Private Finance for REDD
A presentation by Jacob Olander, Michael Jenkins, & David Tepper of Forest Trends

Description:

International negotiations are probably closer to agreement on reducing emissions from
deforestation and degradation (REDD) than on any other element of the climate change agenda,
but it is far from clear what role projects and private investment will play. Though enthusiasm
for REDD finance for projects continues to grow in some quarters, policies determining how and
whether the kinds of project-level activities investors find attractive may account for carbon,
integrate into national systems, and be compensated for reducing emissions are still contentious —
and have many still waiting on the sidelines.

Drawing on Forest Trends’ work in Latin America and Africa, this seminar discussed current
efforts and proposals to make sure REDD projects integrate or “nest” coherently in national
frameworks and to enable private investment to flow, despite the many policy uncertainties.



ANNEX 1: ILLUSTRATIVE MEDIA REPORTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE KATOOMBA XVII EVENT

http://danviet.vi/6872p24c44/hoi-thao-quoc-te-chi-tra-dich-vu-moi-truong-rung.htm

24/06/2010 | 22:15

H#i thiao Qudc té chi tra dich vu mdi truwong rirng

(NTNN) - Sang 23-6, tai Ha Noi da khai mac Hgi nghi Katoomba XVII vé chi tra dich vu hé sinh
thai (PES) khu vuc Pong Nam A.

Day la dién dan dé cac nha quan 1y cip cao, cac to chirc qudc té chia sé kién thirc vé thi trudng va nhimng
van d¢ lién quan téi chi tra dich vu méi truong.

Tai hoi nghi, Pho Thii tuéng Nguyén Thién Nhan néu rd: Chi tra dich vu méi truong rimg chinh Ia chia s¢
ganh nang ngan sach v6i Chinh phu dé bao vé moi truong. Thong qua Hoi nghi, Viét Nam san sang chia
s¢ nhirng kinh nghiém v&i cac quéc gia khac, ddng thoi mong mudn nhén dugc nhimg kinh nghiém quy
tir cac qudc gia trong khu vuc vé linh vuc trén, VN mong mudn cac t6 chirc quéc té tiép tuc hd tro tich
cuc cho mé hinh méi mé nay.

Hoi nghi Katoomba XVII t6 chtrc tai Ha Noi tir 23 dén 24-6, thu hut hon 400 dai biéu dén tir hon 30 quéc
gia bao gém céc nha hoach dinh chinh sach, nha khoa hoc, cac t6 chuc tai chinh lén... Céc dai biéu quéc
té va Viét Nam s& tap trung thao ludn cac van dé: Tiém nang thi truong PES & chau A; chi tra dich vu hé
sinh thai rimg - luu vue; chia sé loi ich va co ché chi tra...

Dinh Thing

http://news.ndthuan.com/cong-nghe/2010/06/05/107171-thi-truong-moi-truong-o-viet-nam-se-nong-
len.shtml

Thi trueong Méi treong ¢ Viét Nam sé néng 1én

- Mt si kién vé méi truong trai dt, "Cudc gip go Katoomba XVII" sé dién ra ¢ Ha Ngi vao ngay
24 va 25 thang 6.VietNamNet tran trong gii thiéu bai viét ciia 6ng Michael Jenkins, Chi tich t6
chirc quéc té "Forest Trends", mdt trong nhirng don vi dong t6 chirc sy kién néi trén.

Bao ton sy da dang sinh hoc va hé sinh théi ty nhién co y nghia lon lao va mang tinh song con dbi voi
nhan loai. Cang ngay thé gi6i cang nhén thure day du rang, cac hé sinh thai nhu ring cay, rirng ngap man,
dat ngap nude va cac rang san ho can thiét cho cac qudc gia, cho xa hoi loai ngudi nhu thé nao.

Chinh chung mang lai moi truong song quan trong cho con ngudi bang cac "dich vu" khac nhau, tir cung
cép ngudn nudc sach, bao dam su thu phan cho hoa mau, tao nén sy mau m& cho dét dai, kiém soat duoc
1d lut va dich hai, dén "dich vu" hap thu bat khi thai doc hai carbonic. ..

Do tAm quan trong cua cac "dich vy moi truong" noi trén, gﬁn day, nam 2005, mot du an 16n - "Panh gia
hé sinh thai thién nién ky" - voi sy tham gia ctia 1.300 nha khoa hoc khip noi trén thé giéi da duoc trién
khai. Két qua thyc hién dy 4 an da khang dinh sy dong gop quan trong cua cac dich vu h¢ sinh thai va da
dang sinh hoc dbi véi doi sdng ctia con ngudi, véi nén kinh té va sy lanh manh cta ban than hé sinh thai.
Tuy nhién, viéc cung cap tai chinh cho cong viéc bao ton da dang sinh hoc va hé sinh thai thuong 1a
khong du dé dat duoc cac muc tiéu quan 1y hé sinh thai. Mat khac, cac hoat dong kinh té lai thuong tao ra
nhimg dong co dé bo qua hodc 1am ton hai dén sy lanh manh ctia ban than hé sinh thai.

Vi nhimng 1& 0, trong nhirng nam gan ddy, trén khap thé gidi, cac qudc gia di bat dau quan tim dén mot
loai thi truong mai, goi 1a Thi truong Mo6i truong va ca nhitng Chuong trinh Chi tra cho nhiing nguoi c6
cong bao tdn hodc phuc hdi cac dich vu sinh thai béng cach cung cép cac hé sinh thai bién, nude ngot, va
dat dai canh tac mau m@.

Nhitng co ché nay tao ra mot phuong phép tiép can sang tao nham bao ton su da dang sinh hoc dang bi de
doa, thong qua vi€c trao gid tri thi trudng cho cac dich vu nay. Day la mot viée cuc ky quan trong déi véi
cac quoc gia nhu Viét Nam dang c6 gang dat dugc nhimg muc tiéu qudc gia vé bao ton da «dang sinh hoc
va béao ton cac dich vu hé sinh thai quan trong ddi voi sinh ké cua con ngudi va sy phat trién kinh té.
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Chi tra dich vu h¢ sinh thai (PES) dang ndi 1én & nhimg noi cac doanh nghiép, nha nudc, cac t6 chirc phi
loi nhuan quan tim giai quyét cac van dé cu thé vé moi truong. Cac chuong trinh nay tao ra mét ngudn
thu nhép moéi cho cac hoat dong quan 1y dat dai, phuc hdi, bao ton, va st dung bén Vu’ng, ¢6 tiém nang 16n
dé khuyén khich quan ly hé sinh thai bén virg. Hién nay, hang ti d6 la dang duoc giao dich thong qua
cac thi trudng méi ndi vé carbon, nude, da dang sinh hoc va chiing ta dang chuin bi sin sang cho mot su
gia ting dang ké trong céc thi trudng nay khi chung ngiy cang mé rong.

Hién nay cac nudc & Chau A, dic biét 1a Viét Nam co tiém ning dan dau trong viéc trinh dién cac thi
truong dich vu hé sinh thai nhu carbon rimg, luu vire, bién, ven bién. Viéc bu trir da dang sinh hoc ¢ thé
gitip cai thién chét lugng madi truong va cac trién vong kinh té dai han cho hang triéu ngudi trong ving
Mekong.

Chinh vi 1& d6, Ha Noi dugc lua chon dé 6 chirc mot sy kién lién quan, "Cudc gap gd Katoomba XVII",
vao ngay 24 va 25 thang 6, do T6 chirc "Forest Trends", B6 Nong nghiép & Phat trién nong thon va Bo
Tai nguyén & Moi truong Viét Nam dong phdi hop t6 chrrc.

Su kién nay s¢ la noi tu hdi cua nhiig ngudi 1ap chinh sach, cong ddng khoa hoc, cac co quan tai chinh
16n, cac lanh dao doanh nghiép, cac t6 chtrc phi chinh phu, cac t6 chtrc cong dong trong khu vuc va cac
chuyén gia trén khép thé giéi dé thao luan vé hién trang, tiém ning cua céc thi trudng PES trong ving
Mekong va ASEAN.

Céc thao ludn nay s& tap trung vao cic sang kién thi diém vé hip thu carbon thong qua rimg, bién, ving
ven bién va cac thi truong da dang sinh hoc, két hop véi REDD (Giam phat thai do mat rimg va suy thoai
rimg & cac quoc gia dang phat trién), c6 kha ning gitip bao ton cac hé sinh thai ty nhién, gitip giam phat
thai carbon toan cau va dic biét 1a han ché dang ké sy bién d6i khi hau dang de doa loai nguoi hién nay.
"Cudc gip g Katoomba XVII" chic s& gop phan thic ddy Thi truong Mai truong & nude chu nha Viét
Nam khoi sic, nong lén.

httQ://Vietnamnet.vn/khoahoc/ZO1 OOQ/Chong—phat—thai-CO2—Viet—Nam—di—dau—khu—vuc—9 17695/
Chong phat thai CO2: Viét Nam di dau khu vuc
Cép nhat luc 03:55, Tha Tu, 23/06/2010 (GMT+7)

Winet _ Kinh nghiém nhiéu nim két hop véi sw tham gia sém trong qua trinh chuin bi REDD+
gitip Viét Nam déng vai tro din du trong khu vuc. Diéu nay da dwoc nha hoat déng méi truong c6
tén tudi trén thé gi¢i, ong Charlotte Streck nhin nhin. Nhan sy kién Hi nghi Quéc té “Chi tra dich
vu méi treomg va Giam phit thai do mét rirng va suy thoai rirng” dién ra & Ha Ngi trong cic ngay
23 va 24/6/2010. Chiing toi tran trong giéi thiéu bai viét ciia ong giri dén VietNamNet.

Trong cudc chién chéng bién ddi khi hau, tro tha déc luc cua con nguoi la rung. Rung vua luu trir, vira
hép thu b6t khi thai CO2 1am ham néng qua dat. Trude tinh trang rimg bi pha hoai ngay cang nhiéu dic
biét & chdau A hay chdu M§ La tinh, Lién Hiép Qudc da thiét 1ap chuong trinh cét giam khi thai CO2 bang
cach hd trg cac nudc nghéo bao ton ring.

Sang kién nay mang tén la: "giam viéc phat thai khi nha kinh gay ra do mat rimg va suy thodi rimg & cac
quéc gia dang phat trién", viét gon 1a REDD (viét tt cua cum tir tiéng Anh "Reduced mission from
Deforestation and Forest Degradation in Developping Countries").

Hdi nghi thugng dinh LHQ vé Bién dbi khi hau (12/2009) hop & Copenhagen di bay té su cam két
tao ra nhirng dong luc dé thye hién REED, ning sang kién REED thanh REED+. O diy diu "+" ¢
nghia 13 mé rong qui mé cia co ché REED bao gom khong chi bo ton rirng va ting cuwong triv
lwong cacbon, ma ci quan Iy bén virng rirng nira.

Tuy Hoi nghi khong dat dwoc két qua nhw mong mudn song REDD+ xuit hién ndi bat trong ban
Théa thuin Copenhagen. Céic nuéc phat trién da cam két 3.5 ti d6 la cho quy phan ng nhanh ciaa
REDD+.
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Viét Nam tich cuc tham gia trong cac thuong lugng bién dbi khi hau quéc té va dimg & hang dau trong
viéc thi diém thuc hién REDD+. Thu tuéng Nguyén Tan Diing da phé duyét Chuong trinh Muc tiéu quc
gia ing pho bién d6i khi hau tir thang 12/2008. Chuong trinh da dugc thuc hién & Viét Nam va dang tién
hanh ca ¢ cac nude lang giéng nhu Lao va Campuchia. Trong nganh ldm nghiép, Viét Nam la mét trong
mot s it quoc gia tham gia trong ca qua trinh chuén bi cho REDD+ va Chuong trinh UN REDD cua Lién
Hiép Qudc; dong thoi bay té mong mudn tham gia trong viée thuc thi phap luat vé rimg, quéan 1y, va hanh
dong budn ban ctia EU.

Chinh sach 1am nghiép tich cuc cua Viét Nam da thyc hién tir [au va cling da thi diém céc chuong trinh
trf)ng rung va chi tra dich vu h¢ sinh thai (PES) trong vong 20 ndm qua. Tt dau nhirng nam 1990, da
trong lai khoang 4 triéu hecta rung va phuc hdi khoang 40% d6 che phu ring trudce day. Ti 16 mat rumg
nguyén thuy da giam 77.9% tur cudi nhitng nam 1990. Do véy, Viét Nam 1a mot trong mot vai qudc gia co
kinh nghiém trong viéc thuc hién cac chuong trinh trong rimg.

O cip qudc té, su thanh cong cua Viét Nam trong viée ngan chin khuynh huéng mét rimg va chuong
trinh trong rimg 1a mot truong hop tiéu biéu vé viéc thyc hién hop phan “cong” cua REDD+, ¢6 nghia la
hd tro cho viée quan 1y rimg bén vimng va tang dién tich rimg. Day la mét trong nhimg qudc gia dau tién
tham gia chuan bi cho REDD+ va ciing c6 thé 1a quoc gia dau tién dua ra dé xuit vé mirc tham khao dé
cp tin chi cho viéc hip thu khi thai cacbon tir viéc trong ring chir khong chi tir viée giam mat rimg.

Khi thuc hién & cép quc gia, REDD+ tao co hoi cho Viét Nam trinh dién thanh coéng cac bai hoc rut ra tir
vi¢e thyc hién Chuong trinh 5 tri¢u hecta rirng ctia minh (Chuong trinh 661). Viéc tham gia trong
REDD+ c6 thé s& giup Viét Nam mé rong va cai td, diéu chinh Chuong trinh 661 bit dau thyc hién tir
nam 1998. Véi kinh phi bd sung, Chuong trinh 661 c6 thé mé rong pham vi, bao gém ca viéc bao vé rung
hién tai, dac biét 1a rung tuy nhién. Viéc hd tro thém va xac dinh muc tiéu cho viéc tréng rung s€ lam giam
ap luc ddi v6i cac khu rimg ty nhién con lai. Viéc gan Chuong trinh 661 véi REDD+ con giup cho viéc
giam sat, theo ddi cua chuong trinh va viéc ap dung phuong phap chi tra chat che hon. Cac nguon luc
qudc té thong qua co ché REDD+ ¢6 thé tao ra nhimng quy méi cho viéc xdy dung va cung ¢ ning luc
cua chinh quyén dia phuong.

Tuy nhién khi d6 che phu ring ting, viéc suy giam chit lugng va suy thoai rimg van dang con 1a mot van
dé ctia nganh 1am nghiép, va sy suy thoai rimg 1a phd bién d6i v6i nhimng khu rimg c6 mat do cacbon cao
nhat. Viéc xay dung cic chuong trinh chong suy thoai rimg thong qua cac ngudn tai chinh dai han dé
quan 1y rimg bén viing da dugc xac dinh 1a mét chién luge REDD+ & Viét Nam. Cac chuong trinh rimg
cong ddng ciing c6 thé tao ra nhitng thi du vé viée chia sé loi ich tir REDD+ déi voi quéc té. O ving Tay
Nguyén, noi c6 ti 1& suy thoai rimg cao, cic chuong trinh quan 1y rimg cong ddng c6 thé tao ra nhitng co
hoi phat trién quan trong cho nguoi nghéo ndng thon va nguoi dan toc.

Cac Quy Bao vé va Pht trién rimg (Quy BV&PTR) ctia Viét Nam c6 thé 1a noi tiép nhan vé k¥ ning
quan 1y va phan bd tai chinh ciia REDD+ ¢ cdp qudc gia. Muc tiéu cua cac quy ndy 1a huy dong ngudn
luc dé bao vé cac khu rimg con lai, thu hat su tham gia cta cac bén c6 lién quan trong viéc bao vé va
quan ly rumg, va tang cuong tinh hiéu qua cua viéc quan ly rimg. Cac Quy BV&PTR voi su phan cap clia
minh c6 thé thuc hién cac chuong trinh REDD+ vé céc chi tra va phan b6 cac loi ich khac cho cac dia
phuong véi sy tham gia ctia cac Ban Quan 1y rimg. Quy BV&PTR cép tinh hién dang duoc thi diém nhu
mot phﬁn cua du an PES ¢ Luu vyc song Béng Nai, tinh Lam Béng.

Viéc thuc hién REDD+ ¢ Viét Nam van con nhiéu thach thire, doi hoi phai c6 su chuyén bién vé cach
quan 1y ring tu nhién véi tam nhin dai han theo quan diém phat trién bén viing. Viéc ap dung mot chién
lugc REDD+ & cip quéc gia can duoc hd trg: boi mot khung thyc hién hiéu qua, huéng dan cho chinh
quyén dia phuong va cac nha quan ly ring Ve quyen han va trach nhiém ciia ho, khic phuc nhimng khac
biét gitra cac chinh sach cip dia phuwong va cip quéc gia.

Kinh nghiém két hop voi sy tham gia s6m trong qua trinh chuén bi REDD+ gitip Viét Nam dong vai tro
dan d4u trong khu vuc. Noi dung trién khai cac hoat dong ctia Chuong trinh REED+ bao gdm nhiéu van
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dé phai dua vao cac nd luc dé tao ra nhirg dong co & cAp dia phwong nhim bao vé rimg va ting do che
phu rung.

Nhu vay, Viét Nam da tién hanh cac budc dau tién. Van deé con lai 1a tuy thudc vao sy hd trg cua
cong dong qudc teé doi voi cac nd luc nay.

Viét Nam tién phong chi tra cho dich vu moi truong

23/06/2010 | 14:52:00

T khoa : PES, Moi trudng, Rung, Nudce sach, Hé sinh thai

B truong B Nong nghiép va Phat trién Nong thon Cao Dt Phat, cho biét Viét Nam 1a mot trong nhimng
qudc gia dau tién trong khu vuc tién phong trong viée thuc hién chi tra cac dich vu méi truong.

Nam 2009, Viét Nam cling la nuéc dau tién & bong Nam A thyuc hién thi diém chi tra dich vu mdi trudong
ring ¢ hai tinh Lam Pong va Son La, thu duoc 77 ty dong gdp vao Quy Bao vé va Phat trién Ring Viét
Nam.

Théng tin ndy dugc cong b tai Hoi nghi qudc té Katoomba Pong Nam A 2010 nhom hop tai Ha Noi
trong hai ngay 23-24/6. Day 1 co hoi dé cac nha 1anh dao Viét Nam va quéc té chia sé kién thirc vé thi
treong va nhiing co hgi mai li€n quan toi chi tra dich vu moi truong (PES) tai Viét Nam ciing nhu cac
quéc gia khac ¢ chau A.

Nhiéu dai biéu cho rang, viéc thuc hién chi tra dich vu méi truong giup timng nguoi dan cta cong dong co
thé dugc huong loi truc tiep tir dich vu ho mang lai.

No6i cach khac, nhitng nguoi cung cap dich vu méi trudng can phai duoc chi tra hodc bdi hoan cho nhiing
gi ho 1am dé duy tri chtic nang cia hé sinh thai, va nhitng nguoi st dung dich vy méi truong nén chi tra
cho nhitng dich vu nay.

Theo do, cac sang kién tié€n phong trong thi truong bao v¢é ngudn nudce, hap thu carbon tir nguon tai
nguyén ring va bién cia moi quoc gia s€ dugc dua ra thao luan tai héi nghi.

Nhing sang kién nay s& gop phan lam giam phat thai carbon toan cau, tranh dugc bién doi khi hau
nghiém trong va gitip bao ton h¢ sinh thai ty nhién.

Tai Viét Nam, hién chinh phu va cac t6 chire quéc té dang nd luc 4p dung cac cong cu thi truong va boi
hoan ton that da dang sinh hoc do xay dung co s ha tang gay ra.. . Thong qua hoi nghi nay, Viét Nam
mong muon tiép tuc nhan duoc nhimg déng gop quy bao tir cac quoc gia khac trong khu vuc vé linh vuc
nay dé trién khai c6 hiéu qua cai thién moi tru’ong song./.

Hoi nghi Katoomba t6 chirc tai Viét Nam lan nay thu hut trén 400 dai biéu dén tir hon 30 quéc
gia bao gém cac nha hoach dinh chinh sach, cac nha khoa hoc, cac td chire tai chinh 16n, nha
dau tu, cac td chuc phi chinh phu, xa hoi dan sy va cac cong déng dia phuong trong khu vuc va
trén toan thé gioi.

Cam Tho (Vietnam+)
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http://vietnamnet.vn/khoahoc/201006/Chi-tra-dich-vu-moi-truong-VN-se-di-tien-phong-917925/
Chi tra dich vy méi truong: VN sé di tién phong
Cap nhat Iuc 00:10, Thir Nam, 24/06/2010 (GMT+7)

et _ Hon 400 dai biéu dén tir 30 qudc gia trén thé gi6i da dén tham dw Hdi nghi Quéc té
Katoomba Pong Nam A 2010 vé “Chi tra dich vu méi trwong va Gidm phat thai do mat rurng va
suy thoai rirng”, mgt linh vuc ti€ém ning nhung con kha méi mé & Viét Nam.

Céc dich vu méi truong dang dong mot vai tro quan trong trong viée bao ton tai nguyén thién nhién, xoa
d6i giam nghéo ciing nhu cai thién sinh ké. Vi vy, thi trudng “Chi tra dich vu méi trudng” (Payments for
Ecosystem Services - PES) dang dan tro thanh mot diém néng nhan dugc s quan tim cua nhidu quéc gia
trén thé gisi.

Tuy nhién, d6i v6i nhiéu qudc gia trong khu vuc Pong Nam A, bao gdm ca Viét Nam thi PES van 1a mot
khai niém con kha méi mé. Trong bdi canh d6, Hoi nghi Qubc té Katoomba Pong Nam A 2010 1a mot
dién dan rong rai dé cac bén tham gia chia s¢ nhiing kién thirc vé thi truong ciing nhu nhitng co hdi méi
lién quan den PES tai Viét Nam va cac qudc gia khac ¢ chau A.

Trén thuc té, tir naim 2008, Chinh phu Vi¢t Nam da ban hanh Quyét dinh 380/Qb-TTg vé chinh sach thi
diém chi tra dich vu méi truong rimg (PFES) tai hai tinh Lam Pong va Son La.

Hién tai, Chinh phu Viét Nam ciing dang tién hanh xay dung mot nghi dinh vé chinh sach chi tra dich vu
moi truong rimg dé thuc hién trong ca nudc. Day la nhing van ban thé hién quyét tam cua Chinh phu
Viét Nam trong viéc phat trién kinh t& gin lién vi bao vé rimg, bao vé méi truong va xoéa déi giam
ngheéo.

NG lyc cta Viét Nam trong nhirng nam qua di dugc cong dong qudc té ghi nhan. Ong Michael Jenkins,
Chu tich T6 chirc Forest Trends, don vi dong t6 chirc Hoi nghi 1an nay khang dinh: “Viét Nam 1 qubc gia
di du trong vi€c ban hanh cac co ché phap luat hd tro thuc hién chi tra dich vu méi truong. Va do ciing 1a
1y do chiing t6i chon Viét Nam 14 noi t6 chirc Katoomba XVII”.
Tuy nhién, & thoi diém hién tai, viéc trién khai thi truong PES ¢ Viét Nam Van dang dimg trude nhiéu
thach thuc. Do vy, Hoi nghi Quoc té Katoomba Ha N¢i 2010, s€ 1a co hoi t6t dé chiing ta cung ¢b va mo
rong sy hd trg va hop tac qudc té trong viée trién khai thi trudng con rit mGi mé nay.
Phat biéu tai 18 khai mac, Pho thu tuéng Chinh phit Nguy@n Thién Nhan khing dinh: “Mdi ching ta s&
song hanh phuc hon khi dugc song trong méi truong xanh va trong lanh. D6 1a ¥ nghia cao ca va tot dep
ma chung ta cing nhau dén day tham dy cudc hoi thao quan trong nay. Ching ta hdy tang cuong hop tac
dé chinh sach chi tra dich vu méi truong s& thanh céng ¢ mdi qudc gia, & khu vuc va trén toan thé gisi”.

e LéVian
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http://www.nhandan.com.vn/tinbai/?top=41&sub=72&article=177536
Cap nhat 18:11 ngay 23-06-2010 &hin bii
Viét Nam tién phong chi tra dich vu méi trudng rimg ¢ Pong - Nam A
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ANNEX 2: SUMMARY
Katoomba XVII Workshop
COASTAL MANAGEMENT, MANGROVES, AND CARBON SEQUESTRATION
25-27 June 2010, Xuan Thuy, Nam Dinh Province
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam

The Katoomba workshop on June 25-27 on coastal management, mangroves, and carbon sequestration
brought together more than 70 carbon market specialists and mangrove experts from 14 countries to
discuss the opportunities and issues related to mangrove carbon financing in Viet Nam. Participants
included Vietnamese government officials and researchers from Hanoi and NamDinhProvince, field
practitioners, resource managers, donor representatives, and the media. In addition to Viet Nam, the
following Asian countries were represented: India, Myanmar, Philippines, Sri Lanka and Thailand.

The workshop was a joint initiative of Mangroves for the Future (MFF), Forest Trends (FT), Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) and Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
(MONRE) as a contribution to the XVII Katoomba Meeting held in Hanoi on 23-24 June, which
addressed the broader issues of payments for environmental services.

The workshop comprised presentations, plenary discussions, and working groups covering a range of
topics including mangrove ecology, carbon monitoring, financing issues, and local livelihoods. There
were sessions on how to measure carbon stocks and sequestration rates, case studies of mangrove
conservation in Vietnam, the policy framework for mangrove management, and opportunities for carbon
financing under the regulated (i.e., CDM, REDD)and voluntary markets.

The workshop was preceded by a field visit to Xuan Thuy National Park, Viet Nam’s first Ramsar site.
Established in 1989, the park covers 5,000 hectares (of which 1,300 hectares are mangroves) and is very
important for both biodiversity conservation (especially for migratory birds) and income generation
(mainly coastal aquaculture and fisheries activities).

This summary presents the major issues concerning mangroves in Viet Nam that were highlighted in the
workshop presentations, followed by the main conclusions and recommendations that emerged from the
discussions. Copies of the presentations are available at www.forest-trends.org and
www.mangrovesforthefuture.org.

Findings

As a result of chemical defoliation in the south during the 1970s and large-scale clearing for shrimp and
fish farming in the 1980s and 1990s, Viet Nam lost about two-thirds of its mangroves by 2000, and what
remains is highly fragmented. GIS databases from MARD’s Forest Inventory and Planning Institute
(FIPI) and MONRE show that the total area of mangroves in Viet Nam in 2005 was no more than
150,000 hectares (other government reports indicate 250,000 hectares), with an average patch size of
about 100 hectares. (By comparison, the area of mangroves in Indonesia was about 2.5 million hectares
in 2005.) According to the Forest Science Institute of Vietnam (FSIV), the average mangrove carbon
stock is also low at less than 40 tons/hectare.

The small patch size is important because the fixed costs of a carbon project must be shared over a small
area of forest and correspondingly small about of carbon. This increases the risk of project failure, which
is mainly due to the inability to generate enough carbon credits during the early phase of a project when
the start-up costs are high. Because many mangrove forests were cleared after December 31, 1989, they
would not be eligible for CDM funding. But they could still be eligible for the voluntary carbon market,
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which requires that the land be non-forest 10 years before (i.e., 2000). The voluntary market also allows
more land use options (e.g., REDD) and simpler methodology requirements than CDM. While the
voluntary market probably holds greater potential than the regulated market for mangrove carbon
projects, there are currently no voluntary projects in Viet Nam.

Although the area of mangroves has increased since 2000 as a result of replanting, the scope for large-
scale recovery is limited by several factors. The first is the lack of available land. Viet Nam’s coastline is
densely populated and intensively used. Aquaculture is highly profitable at least in the short term and
even when ponds are abandoned, land leveling, hydrological restoration, and other human interventions
are usually required to make the site suitable for mangrove recolonisation.

An indicator of the competition over coastal resources is the high opportunity cost for mangrove
conservation. In Xuan Thuy, clam collection on the mud flats where mangroves could be planted is
highly profitable and limits the extent to which external financing could make mangroves a viable land
use option. In Can Gio Biosphere Reserve, which contains 33,000 hectares of mangroves (the largest
contiguous block in Vietnam) and is just 60 km from Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC), the city government
pays local households $35/hectare/annum to protect the mangroves. HCMC can afford to pay this price,
but most authorities elsewhere in Viet Nam may not.

Linked to the high opportunity costs of mangrove conservation is weak management. Most of Viet
Nam’s national parks and nature reserves are under the control of the provincial authorities that prioritize
development over conservation. Surrounded by 46,000 people, half of whom depend on the park for their
livelihoods, XuanThuyNational Park is a case in point. Analysis of satellite images shows that the area of
mangroves shrunk rapidly as shrimp ponds were established throughout the buffer zone and even in the
core zone. The area of mangroves recovered after 2000 as a result of a replanting campaign supported by
the Danish Red Cross from 1997 to 2002 (about 2,400 hectares of mangroves were planted), but land
encroachment and over-exploitation of coastal resources continue. Similarly, MuiCaMauNational Park,
which contains Viet Nam’s second largest area of mangroves, has 10,000 people living inside it and has
experienced rapid deforestation.

Another constraint is the highly dynamic coastline of the Mekong Delta where 70% of Viet Nam’s
mangroves are found. Heavy sediment flow from the MekongRiver and powerful along-shore currents
result in distinct patterns of coastal erosion and accretion from sedimentation. While mangrove
replanting is possible on accreting shores, these are very dynamic as new land is created and land is lost in
close proximity. Thus, the persistence of mangrove conservation projects may be an issue. The
experience from Kien Giang Province, where the construction of canals to the sea in the late 1990s
triggered intense coastal scouring and mangrove loss, highlights the unintended consequences of
infrastructure development in such environmentally sensitive areas. This raises the question of whether
or not REDD funds should be used to compensate for the effect of badly designed infrastructure.

Another limitation on mangrove recovery is linked to the low survival rates of government supported
projects. The traditional approach has been to use Programme 661 funds to pay local people as day
laborers to plant and protect mangroves. But young mangroves require care to protect them from natural
hazards as well as human interference, and without the whole-hearted participation of local communities,
mortality rates are usually high. Conversely, CARE and GTZ supported projects in Thanh Hoa and Soc
Trang Provinces, respectively, have shown how the use of co-management arrangements, which give
local people a long-term interest in mangroves, can greatly increase their survival rate.

It may be difficult to scale up promising co-management arrangements because 70% of mangroves are
classified as protection or special use forest (i.e., protected areas) and consequently fall under the control
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of government management boards and cannot be allocated to households. This also has implications in
terms of the distribution of revenues derived from the mangroves, particularly as they relate to local
communities.

An issue highlighted by the Can Gio case study is the risk of planting mangroves in high densities (10,000
seedlings/hectare is the government standard). The mangroves that were planted from 1978 are now
starting to die off, perhaps due to competition for light, or because of being crowded together so closely
they are particularly susceptible to insect attack. Because of their designation as protection forest,
thinning of these mangroves is banned. The GTZ project in Soc Trang is supporting selective mangrove
clearing to test the impact of diversifying the forest system.

Conclusions and Recommendations

There is potential to develop carbon marketing and PES projects in Viet Nam, especially in some of the
mangrove areas in the Red and Mekong River Deltas. However, several challenges lie ahead. These
include defining exactly what mangroves are in Viet Nam’s forest classification system and the eligibility
of mangroves in global carbon market mechanisms. Nonetheless, there are grounds for optimism.

Because of their important storm and flood protection functions, the government is convinced of the
economic case of protecting mangroves, particularly now with the additional threat of sea level rise. They
are no longer considered “mosquito ridden, foul smelling places” as one participant put it. The case
studies also documented the importance of mangroves for fish breeding grounds and in the case of Can
Gio for filtering dirty water discharged from HCMC and nearby industrial zones. In other words, carbon
is likely to be only one of several environmental services that could be marketed in Viet Nam.

MARD’s mangrove recovery plan, which aims to replant or restore 300,000 hectares of mangroves by
2013, provides a supportive national policy framework, even if the implementation modalities have still to
be defined. (Since the workshop, MARD has expressed interest in preparing a decree to support
community-based payments for ecosystem service for mangroves. This would build on the payments for
forest environmental services decree that MARD has drafted following two years of pilots and would be
an opportunity to address management authority, community participation, benefit sharing, etc.)

There are also technical difficulties regarding carbon measurements in mangrove ecosystems, especially
the below-ground carbon accumulation, the dynamic nature of mangrove forests, and the need to better
understand and quantify the other economic values of mangroves, especially for aquaculture and coastal
infrastructure development. However the session on mangrove carbon measurement showed that Viet
Nam'’s universities and research centers have adequate capacity to monitor carbon stocks and to value the
other goods and services that mangrove forests provide.

The ability of mangroves to adapt to sea level rise hinges on the response of different species (hence the
importance of species selection) and allowing space for mangroves and other coastal vegetation to
migrate inland. In other words, it may be possible over time to assemble a patchwork of natural and
semi-natural habitats, including but not restricted to mangroves, that could increase the economies of
scale for carbon marketing.

In the short term, the MFF will support the preparation of a National Strategy Action Plan (NSAP) for
Viet Nam, which will include identifying potential field level projects to help implement the strategy.
There may be a need to create a regional working group (which MFF could facilitate) as a mechanism to
continue the carbon related discussions that includes the neighboring countries of India, Indonesia,
Myanmar, Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. This will ensure that international expertise and
experiences are shared on an on-going basis.
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