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      Social & Environmental Soundness 
      
        
      
      The concept of "social and environmental soundness" encompasses a range of different issues, approaches, methodologies, interventions and monitoring. This approach includes the establishment of safeguard policies, identification of tools and methods, best practices standards and assessment of impacts, as well as utilization of participatory and inclusive approaches to the identification, design, appraisal, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of interventions and broad stakeholder engagement. It is vital that all activities ensure the equitable participation of stakeholders, including often marginalized populations such as women, the poor, vulnerable groups and indigenous peoples. Moreover, it is important that the social and environmental dimensions be well-integrated with each other, rather than considered as separate elements. The environmental and biodiversity issues of REDD+ will receive additional attention, in terms of the analysis of issues and development of training materials, to be done under this Task.
      
    

    

  
	
    
      Measurement, Reporting & Verification
      
        
      
      The FCMC task on greenhouse gas measurement, reporting and verification (MRV) has the goals of: 1) creating a greater shared understanding and technical capacity at the international level, and among USAID staff and partners, to design and implement sustainable MRV systems for forest and land use greenhouse gas emissions; and 2) contributing to countries' forest and land use inventory and their measurement, reporting and verification systems.
      
    

    

  
	
    
      Finance & Carbon Markets
      
        
      
      The FCMC team assists countries and their institutions build the enabling REDD+ finance and carbon markets frameworks needed to attract and engage funding from the capital markets through financial structures and institutions such as risk management products, loan guarantees, registries, settlement and clearinghouse activities, audit and verification, public and private debt issuance, public-private partnerships (PPP), equity markets, municipal finance, emission reduction purchase agreements (ERPAs), and donor-based support.
      
    

    

  
	
    
      Low Emissions Development Strategies
      
        
      
      Low Emission Development Strategies (LEDS) are forward-looking national economic development plans that encompass low-carbon and/or climate-resilient economic growth. LEDS are intended to advance national climate change and development policy in a more coordinated, coherent and strategic manner. LEDS have been specifically mentioned in negotiating texts from COP 15 and beyond, as well as in the Copenhagen Accord, which recognized that a LEDS is indispensable to sustainable development.
      
    

    

  
	
    
      Cross-Cutting Issues and Coordination
      
        
      
      FCMC implementation and eventual success relies on coordination and complementarity between the focal task areas in order to identify synergies in the approaches defined, deliverables produced and services delivered. This requires a broad understanding of the international and intergovernmental context surrounding REDD+, the various approaches undertaken by national governments and stakeholders to implement REDD+, and the diverse activities supported by USAID and international partners to realize national and international policy and technical advances. While each thematic task has a specific-focus, they cannot achieve the desired outcomes of REDD+ if they are addressed in isolation from the other core elements. Targeted and focused coordination efforts will maximize the value of an integrated approach to FCMC implementation, promote economies of scale and foster the integration of key USAID priorities, such as gender, biodiversity and development best practices across all FCMC work.  One example that illustrates an integrated and cross-cutting approach is a series of USAID program and/or project technical and capacity assessments. Integrated REDD+ Assessments of Peru and Ecuador addressing SES, FCM and MRV (Peru) has been completed and all 4 task areas in Ecuador. FCMC has also completed a revision of an Africa REDD+ assessment tool, requested by the USAID Africa Bureau.  An additional set of proposed assessments is of USAID sustainable landscapes (or REDD+) projects. This effort will include cataloging and mapping USAID sustainable landscape investments, a desktop review of existing projects, and assessing GHG and other impacts of these projects. FCMC is working with members of the Alliance for Global REDD+ Capacity to identify areas of support that will assist that Alliance meet its objectives of providing the expertise, training and tools required by REDD+ stakeholders to enhance the potential for REDD+ long-term success.
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      Understanding Land Use in the UNFCCC
      
        
      
      Greenhouse gas emissions and removals from land use are critical to combat climate change. Due to technical characteristics, decisions under the UNFCCC related to the sector have developed differently. It has come to be seen as an arcane and complex subject, impenetrable to the average person and even to skilled negotiators. The objective of the guide Understanding Land Use in the UNFCCC is to change this perception and increase the technical understanding of how emissions and removals from the land sector—referred to as land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF) or agriculture, forests and other land use (AFOLU)—are treated under the UNFCCC. This report was produced by independent authors with financial support from the Climate and Land Use Alliance and financial, technical and operational support from FCMC.
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  REDD+ Measurment, Reporting and Verification (MRV) Manual Version 2.0
  The purpose of this Manual is to provide an overall review of the data, models, techniques and accounting methods that could be part of a Measurement, Reporting and Verification (MRV) system for reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation and the role of conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing countries (REDD+). This is in the context of REDD+ as a mechanism within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). This Manual is intended to inform policy makers on REDD+, as well as implementers of MRV at the national level.
  https://biodiversitylinks.org/projects/completed-projects/forest-carbon-markets-and-communities-fcmc-project/resources/MRV_Manual.pdf/view
  https://biodiversitylinks.org/projects/completed-projects/forest-carbon-markets-and-communities-fcmc-project/resources/MRV_Manual.pdf/@@download/image/image.png
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    The purpose of this Manual is to provide an overall review of the data, models, techniques and accounting methods that could be part of a Measurement, Reporting and Verification (MRV) system for reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation and the role of conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing countries (REDD+). This is in the context of REDD+ as a mechanism within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). This Manual is intended to inform policy makers on REDD+, as well as implementers of MRV at the national level.
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Achieving agriculture-led food security




BiodiversityLinks
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Improving climate change and development programming
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